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Not So Free Press
The lot of underground newspapers
anywhere in the U.S. is a hard one, in-

asmuch as the papers often reflect a
\/zcst for rebellion and four-letter words.

But the case of the Street Jonwrnal &
San Diego Free Press is something spe-
cial. Intelligible and far from salacious,
it manages to denounce pollution and
corruption without invoking Mao Tsc-
tung. It even recommended the family
movic Oliver! to its rcaders while sug-
gesting carplugs for the “pretentious di-
aloguc” of drug-oricnted Easy Rider.
But if the Street Journal is no av-
crage underground paper. neither is San
Dicgo an average U.S. city. Largely a

“has initiated mcetings with civic lead-

ers, police and the state attorney gen-
cral’s offlice in an cllort to case re-
lations with the police. Me has had

little success, even though a report pre-

parcd by the city manager affirmed that
“a high pereentage” of harassment com-
plaints were unfounded. “In a few cases |
police officers had been provoked.,” the
report added. “For example, a young
man waved a Viet Cong flag in the
face of a police officer who is a vet-.
eran of Viet Nam.” .
A rare note of sympathy for the com-,
munc has come from onc of the two sclf-
acknowledged liberals on the nine-man
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Navy town with a sizable scgment of re- City council, but it holds no promise of:
tired servicemen and retired civilians, easier times for the Streef Journal. Says:
San Diego is prototype John Birch coun- Democrat Floyd Morrow: “I can un-
try. Both of its daily papers, owned by cquivocally state as a former prosccutor
James 8. Copley, reflect the city’s mood, in the city attorney’s office that there is
cmiphasizing  Navy activitics, Rotary police harassment in San Diego of any-
Club n]cc{ingg and ﬂng ceremonies lhing rcgardcd as anti-Establishment or
——downplaying local black and Mcxican-- anti-Copley or anti-Smith, And I think.
American problems, Copley papers will it’s unfortunate but truc that lots of peo-
not cven advertise, let alone review, X- ple in San Dicgo weild support the po-
rated films like Midnight Cowhoy. lice in this situation.” .

Smashed Typesetter. Founded in 7y
1968 by a group of antiwar youngsters Iy —-
calling themselves “the People’s COmM- s
mune,” the Street Journal’s troubles i y
began last October when it ran an ar
ticle attacking Local Financier C. Arn ;
holt Smith. Esscantially a rchash of a
Wall Street Journal story. the under- ¢
ground weekly documented how Smith,’ N’ -
some relatives and associates made large % o0
profits from transactions with two pub- | eac, 2%
lic companies he headed. The carnings {
of the companies were disappointing .. _«%
for ordinary stockholders. LS

In November, bullets were fired' %33
through the windows of the Street Jour- 3¢
nal’s offices. The glass front door was §
smashed, and 2,500 copies of the paper
(circ. 8,000) were stolen. On Christmas
Day, typesetting equipment was smashed
and filled with enamel paint. In Jan-
uary, a communc member’s car was de-
stroyed by firc-bombing while it was
parked outside commune hcadquarters. ?"‘“
Intimidating phone calls beeame com-
mon; some threatened death, '

Nor have the San Diego policc cx-
actly ignored the Street Journal. Dur-
ing the past few months, they have
scarched its offices without a warrant
and once arrested 25 of its vendors,
'mainly for “obstructing the sidewalk.”
Most such charges were dismissed. On
one occasion a patrolman ordered a com- 4 3 .
mune car towed away for violating an or- . :
dinance against parking more than 72
hours. He claimed that he had placed a
stone on onc of the tires, and it had
not been dislodged in five days. The
charge collapsed after it was shown
that the car had been involved in a traf-;
"'fic violation three days earlier, scven
miles from the parking sitc. 3

Lowell Bergman, 24, a commune lead-.
or with a master’s degree in philosophy,,
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In prototype Birch country. -
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